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Allowance 

1. Claims 2-4, 9-11, 16 and 17 are cancelled. 

2. Claims 1, 5-8, 12-15, 18 and 19 are allowed. 

Examiner 's Amendment 

3. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than 
the payment of the issue fee. 

4. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Clyde ChristofFerson (Reg. # 34, 1 3 8) on 1 0 October 2006. 

5. The apphcation has been amended as follows: 

In the Specification: Page 7, line 15 has been amended. 

. . . message belongs, 3 1 1 or 3 12. Module ^ 360 represents a question mark that may . , . 
In the Claims: Claims 1 and 8 have been amended. 
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Claim 1 (Currently Amended) A messaging system comprising: an interactive system 
for the production and interchange of messages by users over a network; a time 
synchronizer for time stamping messages; an automated topic separator receiving user 
messages and separating messages according to different topics, wherein the automated 
topic separator includes a language-model topic classifier that estimates a topic of the 
user messages and/or or parts of the user messages based, at least in part, on their 
respective word content, and a final topic separator which separates messages or parts of 
messages based on a spacing difference between their respective estimated topics and the 
difference between their respective time stampings, such that messages aad or parts of 
messages are separated into different topics when said spacing difference between their 
estimated topics exceeds a threshold, the threshold being based, at least in part, on the 
difference between their respective time stampings, and wherein the threshold, at least in 
part, is made smaller as said time difference increases; a user interface, coupled to said 
topic separator, for representing in a distinct way parts of messages that were separated 
by said topic separator, wherein said user interface displays at least one of said messages 
in windows according to topic, and messages in different colors according to topic, and 
wherein the user interface enables a subgroup of users to conduct a messaging session 
separate from other users, within a framework of an ongoing session or topic. 



Claim 8 (Currently Amended) 

Line 8 "a topic" has been replaced with - 



the topic - 
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Reasons for Allowance 

6. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Claims 1, 5-8, 12-15, 
18 and 19 are allowable over the prior art of record. 

The examiner has found that the prior art of record does not teach, suggest, or render 
obvious the specific combination of a system or a method of conducting a messaging session 
at a user's computer between two or more users over a network comprising the steps of a 
final topic separator which separates messages or parts of messages based on a difference 
between their respective estimated topics and the difference between their respective time 
stampings, such that messages or parts of messages are separated into different topics when 
said difference between their estimated topics exceeds a threshold, the threshold being based, 
at least in part, on the difference between their respective time stampings, and wherein the 
threshold, at least in part, is made smaller as said time difference increases (major difference 
in the claims not found in the prior art) in order to provide a new means to monitor and detect 
new message topics between two or more users engaged in an on-line messaging 
communication with new topic messages presented in an orderly fashion whereby replies are 
coordinated and presented by topic and by user as set forth in the specification and recited in 
independent claims 1 and 8. 

7. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the 
issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons 
for Allowance OR Examiner's Amendment." 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Alicia Baturay whose telephone number is (571) 272-3981. The examiner 
can normally be reached at 7:30am - 5pm, Monday - Thursday, and every other Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Saleh 
Najjar can be reached on (571) 272-4006. The fax number for the organization where this 
appHcation or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free), 

Alicia Baturay 

October 10,2006 ^ yf 
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